Object Lesson:

Be Transformed
Objects Needed: 
·  Small Water Balloon
· Large (11") Regular Balloon

· Cream of Tartar

· Baking Soda

· Playdoh

· Funnel

Some Key Verbs:

Conform, Pressure, Transform
Concept Bible Passage: 
· Romans 12:2
· 2 Corinthians 5:17
Preparation:

· Fill a small water balloon so that is about 1 1/2" in diameter. Tie off.
· Stretch the mouth of the larger balloon wide enough to insert the water balloon.
· Using the funnel, fill the large balloon the rest of the way with equal amounts of cream of tartar and baking soda.

· Tie off large balloon and wrap the entire thing with Playdoh.
A Sample Message:  by Pastor Eric Ward, The Teknologist
“Be Transformed”

The Bible says that we are not to be conformed to the pattern of this world but transformed by the renewing of our minds. That's a great verse but it uses some large words so I brought along some Playdoh to help us understand better.

To "conform" means to be shaped by the things around you. If I take this Playdoh and squeeze it (Don't squeeze too hard yet.) it is shaped by the pressure I put on it. Conforming to the world means being pressured into acting like others who do not know Jesus. Sometimes we call this "peer pressure." When you allow yourself to be pressured by the world, you begin to take on the same shape just like this Playdoh.

But we are supposed to be "transformed." That's more than just changing shape, it means becoming a whole new thing. And it's something that happens from the inside. (At this point, squeeze the Playdoh hard enough to break the water balloon inside.) A caterpillar, for instance is transformed when it becomes a butterfly. (At this point the balloon should have inflated enough for the kids to notice.) When we let God change us, we are transformed into a whole new thing just like saw happen in my hands. We become a whole new thing as god gets rid of the old (pull away any Playdoh that may still be sticking to the balloon) and makes us new.

For Further Thought:

· The gas that is formed is hydrogen and therefore explosive if exposed to flame. There may be a cool possibility of expanding this lesson to include the Holy Spirit but I for one am not ging to win a Darwin award by finding out.
· There may be a better combination than equal parts cream of tartar and baking soda but as of this writing, I have not experimented with various amounts

· The water in the bottom of the balloon becomes very cold and stays that way for quite a while. This too, may have potential for continuing the lesson but I haven't thought out what that potential might be.


